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LIFE! may bo only a play, more

or less vaudevllleeque or tragic
according to the scenes written

around the life of the Individual
players; but thia does not prevent
professional stage folk from being
more superstitious than " fellows.
Strange as It may be, tu a .rofeastan
where the tricks of Fate are alternatelylaughed at or cried with, there
is hardly an actress before the Parisianpublic to-day who will not confessopenly that her success has been
due to some special sort of "mascot"
or "fetlehe," frequently of the most
Insignificant character, but before
Whose mystic power all the ills or Joys
of the drama of life must yield.
Even Sarah Bernhardt la not immune

to the charm of maseota, but unlike moat
f h*r Stage sisters she Is constantly

changing her fetiche, alternating from
circles of elephant hair to bead studded
wooden rings worn on her left thumt
for A few minutes dally, but at least
once g year finds her happiness ir
caressing some towslv dressed cloth dol
with typical Parisian dresses tn tlu
smoothest silk. The Divine Sarah sayi
that the touch of silk Is conducive tc
mental comfort.
Although Bernhardt, a* the spiritual

mother of tl*» modern French stage, h
entitled to change her mind Just as frequentlyas she changes her plays, this li
net true of the lesser magnitudes
Parts stardom. Once chosen as their har
blnger of success their mascots art
seldom changed, and as a rule tin
greatest care la taken to see that nc

competitor has ever selected the samt
"mascot." According to one actresi
seen this week such a thing would car

tainly produce a theatrical catastrophe
for thore would be a collision betweer
two fates."and, nion JDleu, that wouK
be terr-r-r-lble."
As a result the Parisian theatrics

stars have discovered that their luck h
under the control of some very Strang!
mediums. For Instance, Mile. Begins
Badet, who tn appearance would brini
back memories of Anna Held, lias placet
aJl her trust and confidence tn a mints-
turs Ivory bound copy of the Koran, wttl"
a tiny (olden clasp. It la lcaa than tw<
inches high and printed on the flnesl
of India paper with the moat important
verses printed in golden letteri. Costly,
undoubtedly.but what means expens<
when the success of Badet Is at stake
and besides It Is said that the Korar
was ths gift of an Indian admirer. Accordingto experts who have been privilegedto hear Badet read a few favoritesfrom the tiny volume. It Is probablj
the only one of Its kind In the world
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and to purchaaa ono Uka It would ra

qulr« many months of composition and
certainly at lsast 110,000, which after
all la (airly good prtca for a Koran
In these days when nearly all ono cares
to read about the East or Near East
la whether or not peas* nas finally been
obtained. But Badet finds her peace
In her Koran, and as It brings plenty
of contract#, though not international,
she Is contented and fetichlsm naturally
has no more sincere adept than she.

Mile. Damla divides her confidence be1tween a handsome white dog and a
> small monkey. She would not think of

leaving her apartment for the theater' without a few mlnutea' romp with the
dog and a serious chatter with
the tiny Immigrant from the African
forests. Believe In It? Well, only last

f year, Damia will tell you, the monkey
caught cold.and for more Ulan a week
Its mistress' voice was so hoarse the
public scarcely recognised their favorite.
It Is entirely beside the matter that
nearly everybody In Paris had a touch
of "flu" about the same time.
Ono of the most gruesome fetiches is

that In wliteb Regius Fiery has put all
her trust. Iv 'e a convict's chain, forty
links of solid stsel, said to hp.ve been
worn by one of the victims of the
.French revolution and filed from the
body by relatives when transfer to prli
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age to Mascots
vate cemeteries was permitted. Its peculiarpower Is supposed to He In the
analogy between a chain of steel rings
and the chain of events which go to
make up life. Flory, however, has been
known "to drop her fetiche frequently.
explained by her friends as due to arrivingat the chain link, wnlch still
bears the file marks of the Revolution.
Then she emulates the Plvine Sarah,
and gets out her dolls.a score of them,
of all elzea and costumes.'but instead
of merely caressing them as does
Bernhardt, Flory puts them to practical
use. Each doll u given a name of a
new play Flory Is reading, and by devisingentrances, upstages and exits,
Flory for a while obtains all the excitementand ephemeral glory of a stage
manager. At the same time she often
has found the Inspiration for Improving
stage effects In which she appears.
Mile. Roblnne, considered one of the

most beautiful women either on or off
the French slug--, is old fashioned In
her fascinations. .She swears by a rusty
old horseshoe picked up on a country,
lane In Brittany, and even when she
spends her summer vacation In Ftntsterreor a few weeks In the springtime
at Barblzon, the horseshoe is Invariably
placed at tne top or tne Diggest iruna.

It rnuBt be efficient, for, although railIroad accidents happen lp France every
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day, Roblnn« has never been caught a
in one and doesn't expect to as .long ^
*:> the nail holes ahow through the rust.
Mme. Dussanne of the.Cornedie Fran,

caise la another believer in simplicity.
No elaborate Korans or silken dells
for her. Nothing but two small woolen K
trinkets popular throughout France aur- ^
ing the war and known as "Nenette"
and Itlntlntln." It is still a matter of
much discussion In comedle salons "
whether I'useanne's "puppets" or the 11
three Japanese goldfish, which are SUP-
posed to Inspire I>ussauue'a sUter-socie- ll
tatre, Jeanne Prevost, have the greater
occult powers. Prevoat Insists on spend-
Ing half an hour every morning taking 11
care of her "potaaons rouges." and 5

when during a vacation a careless maid *

forgot to change their food for three
days, an event which was followed by b
Prevost almost losing a good provincial .rT
tour contract, goldfish as mascots suddenlyIncreased in value In Prevost's "

coterie of personal friends. Whatever
may be the connection between gold- r'

fish and gold louts.It Is a fact that
Jeanne Prevost Is ratsd as one of the 'J

most successful Investors in Parls's j'
stage world to-day. u

ti

Urges Taking Amateur
Actors More Seriously 1.

"The amateur player should b» taken 11

more seriously. And so should amateur j|
t': rtcals, for scores of professional .
pluyirs have gained their first liking i
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ml knowledge of the stage through a

>elr experiences aa amateurs "

There was a note of challenge In
farton Lord's voice as she made this £
latetncnt in her dressing room at the w
daw Theater between the acta of "The n
aat Warning."
"Ah a matter of fact," she continued,

I gained my own chance to appear on
ie stage through taking part In private
leatrlcals. My home was in Columbus, a
hlo, where I attended the public and algh schoola. 1 was always active In
)hool dramatics and as I grew older I *'

egun to take part in club and society I
leatrlcals. That some sort of profea- t;
lonal life wa* to be mine I felt certain. ,lid I went to New York city to study at
le Damrosch School In the hopes of °

ecoinlng a concert pianist, but I spent e
lost of my time going to the theater j
nd finally decided that home was the s
est place for me.
"One day the leading woman in the t,

ealdent stock company took sick, or t
as called out of town or got married, 1 g
on't remember which. But I do rerneinerthat the manager had heard some- 1,
ow that I could act and sent for mo.
"Well, I reported according to dlreci v

lona and before a day had passed 1 was t
turning and rehearsing llneH. On Satus-
ay night I was engaged as a regular i
leinbcsr of the cast." Miss Lord was »
ilent a moment and reminiscent. "But f
he career Itself did not go so easily. I t
ad a fighting time of it getting a rote c
i New York and those 1 did get were t
mall affairs.a colorful bit in 'The »

"anions Mrs. Fair' and a comedy char- I
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On Christmas Night Sam H.
Hants will present Margaret
Laurence in "Secrets." tht
London triumph. by Rodolf
Besier and May Edington,
at the Fulton Theatre, on West
46th Street, Stats on Sale Tomorrow.

Staged by Sam Forrest.
«
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"On the night John Barrymoreappeared for the firat i
time in 'Hamlet' hi* brother

K|^ Lionel went to 'Merton of
the Movie*.' What higher
compliment?"
.K'i'l E. Kitctu H' 'it.

MERTON
OF THI MOVIFS
llnrrr I.eon Wllaan'a atory dramatlaaft
by Om. S. Kaufman ft Mara » nmifllf.
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away th<- ftnaat 'llamlrt' ,

I broun, World.
1 St.. W. of H'nray. Hv<a. *:10 Hharp. jThuraday ft Saturday 2; 10 Sharp.

% ft Now Yaar'a Maya F.ddln htizaall
and

Halrn I ard
Bartaa Itannmnnt

HlOOV&WPI Rnaaall Mark
ftlnn F.dnaroa

IMnana.".Alan Mala. Amalla ftnmtnarrillo I
-Burn* Manila, Mall. ami SO IMhara. 1

ATRF PHi lt4rt
H,rr' Bva. 8 III). MAI iJAT. at S .30.
T PKRFOHMA.M R BVERV WBD.. 11:45
lldny Mallnaa« Xtnaa A Nfa 5aara.

N'T MISS THE FASTEST SINGING
DANCING SHOW OF THE SEASON."

Hctnomd brnrw in, Ml* IV'orM says: c

[ftA' HRT* THR MTABOARD OP KN- ~

BI.K HANf'IMt A I.IT1I.B HIHIIKR." C

\ 1922.
oter In "The Red Geranium.' My oppor

tnltyame with Twin Reds' at the Ful»n.X had the rolo of Xiirnora Monti.
'hen came my part of Kvelynda, In The
>aet Warning,' which rna1;es ms merry
'hen I think of it, because It is in the
tood I love the best of all."

TOWY lAHG'h Pl'PPBT-CHAVT.

Tony Barg began his Marionette work
s an outgrowth of his Injpreat in toys,
iome friend sent him some Marionettes
ust merely to add to hU collection, and
'ony began experimenting. The antics
hrough wh|gh It was possible to pu*
he toys so amused the artist that he
ontlnued playing with them, and Anally
nl&rged his collection until he was able
o present a little play for some perianalfriends.
The first entertainment In his guarereIn London wae so popular with

hose who saw It that they demanded
mother, when still other frtenda might
ea It. Soon the poor artist had no time
»ft to earn a living but had to amuse
>ls friends all the days of the week
.hen he could be Importuned Into putirigon his puppet show.
Since then Mr. Sarg has taken up the

larionettes In a serious way, so to
peak, and his company is making its
'ourth consecutive transcontinental tour
his season. After the end of its Deemberrun gt tlie Punch and Judy Theaerthe company starts Westward tovard1 .tin A i.1 . And will return to

s'aw york lata in tlie spring.
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TONY SARG S
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UNCH£ SWEET LONCHANEY
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